RE 


And elſe-where 


A 


"Turn from the Perſecuting Mind 


es Peoples Bodies and Eſtates 
ming to your Religion and Worth 


Arll that you may Receivethe M 
the Apoſtles did, who came to Save | 
not to deftroy them 'and*roReb 
would deſtroy Mens Lives at 


_ 


43 


— 


te. 


This1s an Epiſtle for all Profeſſions & 
; Profeflors, that be called Chriftians 
and others, to Read and Conſider, 
and Meaſure & Weigh themſclves 
by, and try Who they are like,and 
Whoſe Path and Steps they tread 


IN. 


Ou donotread in the Old World that either Ada, . 
Seth, Enoch, or any of thoſe famous Fathers, that 
did ſucceed each other ynto Noeah,did force or com- 
pel any to their Religion or Way of Worſhipping God ; 
though its ſaid, Noah was grieved with the Unrighteous Con- 
verſatiow of the old Forld, who grieved Ged and his Spirit which 
ſtrove with them ; but” it doth not ſay, it trove with them, 
with Carnal Weapons, or Goals, or Impriſonments. 

And _ Noath was a Preacher of Righteouſneſs, we do 
not read heforc't or compelled any,or had any ſuch Command 
from God. 

And after the Lord God had deſtroyed the old ungodly 
World, for their Ungodlineſs; who grieved him and his 
Spirit. 
f their deſtruQion came by reſiſting the Spirit of the L ord, 
and going fromit into Ungodlineſs; and God «as Juit in o= 
verthrowing of them, whoſe Spirit had ſtriven with them long, 
who ſaved Juft Noah. 

And after that he had deſtroyed the 0'd World, and ſaved 


Naah and his Family ; we do not read that ever cither Noah, . 
OF. 
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of any ofthem that ſucceeded him, unto Abraham, did Force 
or OE any to their Religion, or the worſhiping of their 
God. 
And alſo Abraham, Iſaac, and Facob, that did ſucceed each 
other; we never read that they did Compel or Force any to 
ſerve or worſhip God, or compel them to their Wayes, 

And after, when the Children of 7ſrae/ went into Egypt, 
we do not read that Pharoah did compel them to his Religion 
or Worſhip, though he did Oppreſs them ſeveral wayes. 

And when the Lord ſent 2eoſes to call them out of Egype, 
Phareah and Fannes,and Fambres withltood Afoſes and Aaron, 
and reſiſted Moſes; yet wedo not read they offered tocom- 
pel them to their Religion, and Worfhip. and the Egyprians 
Church ; but they compelled them to Work. 

And we do not” read that Abraham or Tſaac, when they 
went into Egypr, or Abimelecl)'s Country, that either Pha» 

-reah or Abimclech, did compel them to conform to their Re- 
ligion, Way, and Worſhip. 

And likewiſe Lo:, who ſojourned in Sodom, we do not 
read that be Compelled any to his Way or Religion, or that 
the Sodomites compelled him to their Way ; though he was 
vexed with their filthy Converlation, 

And likewiſe when the Cildren of //rae/ came out of Eoypr, 
and received the Law of God; they did not compel or force 
other Natio-s to ferve t:eir God, but other Nations came 
to them, and when their Males were Circumcifed, they might 
cat of their Sacrifice. 

So look all along from Moſes to Foſhra, and the Jucges,and 
all the Prophers, and the Kings, where cver ye can hind that 
they did coTpel any Nation, tv ſerve and  orihip their God, 

Now the Fews, when they were taken: Captive, we read 
that Nebuchadnezar compelled them : But the 7ews diftingui- 
ſhed what Sacrifices they were to offer, and what not,and what 
was called Holy, and what Unholy. EX 

But you do notread that they forc't other Nations, to offer a 
Sacrifice to God vpon his Altar by their Law, and Impriſen 


them, and ſpoil their Goods if they would not, or that they 
forc't 


forſc't other Nations to come2s Worthip in their Temple,ot 
did force them to bring in their Tythes, or yearly Offerings; 
though they took Tax or Tribute of them. 

And weſce after the Kings in Maccabes, how ſeveral ofthe 
Jews ſuffered by the Heather, becauſe they would not conform 
to their Worſhip : But we do nat read that the /ews compel- 
led other Nations to come to their Worfhip, after they had 
Conquered them, and made them Tributaryes. 

Neither do we read, that ever any of the high Prieſts or 
Levi did caſt any into Priſon, becauſe they did not bring in 
their Tythes into the Store-houſes, but it was a Curle that re- 
mained upen them, as in Adalachi, if they did not. | 

And after Chriſt came and ſent forth his Diſciples amongſt 
the Jews, and bid them not go inthe way ef the Gentiles, and 
told them, when he gave them their Commiſſion, and ſent 
them out to preach the Goſpel, freely you have received, freely 

ze, | 
But he ſaid unto them, Wharſcever they ſer before you that, 
eate ; | for the Work, man is worthy of his Meat, &c. 

Now, they did not compel any to hear them, nor to give 
them Meat. 

And Chriſt did not compel any to hear him, or any to Come 
municate to him ; who is the Lord and Maſter. 

And after Chriſt was riſen, who gave a larger Commiſſion 
to his Diſciples, and bid them ge into all Nations, and preach 
the Goſpel : Chriſt who had died for all Men, and was a pro- 
Pitiation for the Sins of t:e whele World, after he had dyed 
and was riſen, bids them 89 into all Nations, and Preach the 
Goſpel"co every Creat ure. | 

Now, theſe Apoſtles and Ambaſſadours,were not to compel 
any to hear them, or to give them Maintenance; and if they 
would not hear them, nor ſet before them meat : Chriſt gave 
them no ſuch Commiſſion to caſt them in Prifon, and compel 
them to give them Maintenance; but Chriſt ſaid unto them, 
He that believeth is ſaved, and he that doth not 1s condemned al- 
ready, And that was puniſhment enovgh to them that would 
not receive their Meſlage. | w 
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And they that received them received him that ſent them, 
2nd they that received a Prophet, received a Prophet's reward, 

And they that would not receive them, they fhould ſhake 
off the duft of their Feet as a witnels againſt them; and that was 
puniſhment enovgh. 

And if any would not hear his Brother, as concerning praQiſe 
in the Church, ke might take one or two more of the Church, 
and if he would not hear them, then they were to tell it ts the 
Church ; and ifhe would not hear tre Church, then he ſhould be 
tothemasa Heathen, and as a Publican : And ſo was cut off 
from being a Member ef Chriſt's heavenly Body, he being 
the heavenly Head; and that was puniſhment ca>ugh, they 
diinot caſt them into Priſon, 

And Chrilt told his Dilciples, when he did ſend them forth 
as Sheep amongſt Wolves, (ſo the Nations that were ſettled in 
th-:ir own way and Religions, were like Wolves to them) 
Cartit tol4 his Diſciples, They fhould be brought before K $105 
and Rulers, and haled before Maziſtrates, and put ont of their 
Synagogues, and Whipt and Sconrged for his Names ſake, 

' And you may conſider , thac theſe were either Heather's 
or Fews, that were theſe Whippers, and Scourgers, and Perſe- 
cutors, 

But Ciriſt bid his Diſciples take no thought what to ſay, 
when tkey were brought tefore them, for it was the Spirit of 
the Father that ſpoke in them, and it ſhould be given unto 
the m at that preſent hour, 

So the'e Diſciples of Chriſt were net to ſtudy before hand, 
what to-preach and ſay tothe Kings, Rulers, and Magiſtrates, 
when they were brought before them. 

Now theſe Heathens and Fews, did Whip; Scourge, and 
Impriſon Chriſt and his Diſciples; and they bore it: pati- 
ently. 

Bur where did ever Chrift or his Diſciples, whip, ſcourge, 
or [mpri'on any, or the true Church in the Apoſtles Dayes, 
for not hearing of them, and not giving them Maintenance, 
or ſpoiled their Goods ? 

B..t the true Chriſtians ſuffered the ſpoiling of their Goods, 


as the Apoftle ſpeaks of to Fe _ W- that were te hearcrs 
of Chriſt, who told them, That Ged had ſpoken to ther Fathers 
by the Prophets,but now in thele laft dayes, he had ſpoken unts 
us by his Son, &c, 

So mark, God bad ſpoken to us, that is, his Church, by 
his Son, who is the Head of it, 

For God was in Chriſt reconciling the World unto himelf, 
who was the firſt (peaker to Adm and Eve in Paradiſe, and 
was the ſpeaker again to them that heard, and belicved in his 
Son, and 1s now, 

And now theic Chiiftians that God wos their Speaker unto, 
by his Son, Which iuffered the ſpoiling of their Goods joyfully, 
and were GaZing-fiocks : Now they that gazed at them, and 
that had ſpoiled their Goods, were the Fews, and the Genriles, 
that followed their old Profeſſions, and their Wayes, 

Yet theſe true Chriſtians that heard the Son, we do not read 
that they ſpoiled either Fews or Gentiles Goods, or made them 
Gazingltocks. 

For Fohn the Divine ſaith in his Revelatiozs, thit the Deaf 
compellid all both [inall and great to For ſhip him, ard to recerve 
his Mark, 

So we do not read that Chriſt, or Fohx, or the Apoſtles, 
compelled any ; but the Beaſt, t 

And he ſaith, Thar tbe Beaſt that aid Compel, recerved his 
Zong fromthe Dragon ; ſo did not receive it from God and 
Chriſt. 

And heſaicth, 4k worfhipped the Beaft, but who had their 
Names wruten in the Lamb's Beokof Life, before the Found4- 
1807 of the World. 

And therefore let all that go under' the name of Chriſtians 
and Jews, Conſider this; and others that m.ke a Profeſſicn 
of Gud and Chiift, conſider thele things, and lay them to 
Heart, and do unto all Mcn, as you woul5 have tem do un- 
to you; for you wouic not have ancthcr Man compel you to 
that Religion which is contrary.to yours, and theretore do not 
you ſo unto them; but mind the Royal Law of Liberty, which 
Law is holy, jaſt, pure, good, and Righteous, and anſwers 
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that of Ge1lin all, and gives Liberty to the Spirit of God in 
all. 

And does not the Apoſtle tell you, Every an muſt and 
nd fall ts their onn Maſter ? So the Apoſtle gave liberty here;. 
that every one muſt ſtand or fall to him that was their Mafter ; 
for he that was Servant of Sin committed it, and the wapes of 
it was Death, and he that was the Servant of God unto Righ- 
teoufneſs, and the Fruits unto holyreſs, and their end ever- 
laſting Life. : 

And does not the Apoſtle ſay, that Chrift was the Author 
and fin ſhy of Faith, and whatſocver was not of Faith ts Sin? 
And thereforc muſt not all be teſt to their Faith, which Chriſt 
is tne Author of? and. the Myſtery of Faith is held in a pure 
Conſcience, then muſt not their Conſciences be free for Chriſt, 
and at liberty for the Myſtery of Faith which is held in it, 
which Faith Chcilt the ſpiritual and heavenly Man, is the Au- 
thor and finiſher of, who was Perſecuted by the fems, and 
t1 ey delivered him to the Gerteles, | 

So, ſee what liberty he had amongſt them, who ſuffe:ed the 
contradictions of Sinners, | 

And Chriſt was Buftetted, and Spit upon, and Strucken, and 
Smitten, and Mockt, and a Crown of i hornes put on his 
Tiead, and revited and blaſphemed, yet did ne not revenge 
himſelf, who had all Power in Heaven and in Earth given uns 
to him ; did he or his Difciples whip, buffet, ſcourge or Im- 
priſon, or Crown any with Thornes? but preactt and. prof- 
icred unto them tie Crewn of Life, and of Glory. 

And fo follow ye Chriſt and the Apoſtles Examples, both 
is Life, Pratice and Doctrine ;, which is every true Chri- 
ftian's duty. | 

And doth not the Apoſtle fay, Tat they had not Power over 
any man's Faith, but Feſms Chriſt was the Author and fir:ſh:r 
cf it, and in it they were to have their liberty, ard what ww not 
of Faith was Sin? 

So they did not fay, they had Power to make them bclicve 
this or that, or to force them to a Faith ; but they were to 
look into Jeſus the Author and finiſher of their Faith ; end 
God cpered Ladias' Heart, and ſhe believe, Lo 
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So the Heart muſt be opened by the Lord, if they be troe» _ 
believers, by his Lizht and Spirit 
And the Goſpel which is preached to every Creature, which 
is the Power of God ; are not all to have their liberty in this. 
Go which Goſpel was ſent from Heaven by the Holy 
Gholt f , | 

So in t"is Goſpel are not all to have their liberty in the Pow- 
erof God ? 

And they were not compelled to receive it;for-if they did not 
receive the Goſpel, nor obey it, the wrath of God was reveal- 
cd upon them from Heaven. : 

And if the World did not receive the Goſpel , which Chrift- 
ſent his Diſciples into all Nations to Preach , then God would. 
Judge the world by the Man Chriſt Jeſus, according to the 
Goſpel the Power of God,. which had been preached to them; 
and Ged would render Vengeance in flames of Fire, unto all: 
them that did not receive and obey the Goſpel; and that was 

Puniſhment enough. | 

And you may read in the Revelstions, what Fohn the Divine. 
tell; you, what became of the D:vil, that gave Power to the 
Beaſt, that compell.d to Worſhip, and the Whore that drunk the 
Blo:d of the Saints, and made War with them, doth not hetell 
you, That they ſhall be caſt into the Lake of Fire, that burns 
with Brimſtene, and that the Whore's Fl: ſh ſhzfl be Burnt ? 

And doth not Chriſt tell you, that he is the Seeds-man, And? 
after the goed Serd was ſown the Enemy fowed bu Tares, and 
they that had that Sig bt as to diſcern the T ares from the Wheat, 
and ſaw bath come up, went 10 the Lord, and weuld have had « 
Licenſe from him to go axd pluck up the Tares but the Lord's: 
anſwer was no, leſt they plucked up the Woeat alſo, but let them 
both grow together tilt the Harveſt, and the Harveſt w the End 
of the *Vorld. And then, faith Chriſt, 1 wi# ſerd my Angels, 
who ſhall » ather the Wheat into the Garner, andthe T ares into 
bundles, andeaſt them into the Fire to be burnt, 

So you may lee Chriſt gave no Commiſſion to Men, to ga- 
ther the Wheat or the Tares, but it was the Angels work to, 
vather the Wheat intotlts Garner, end rae Tares into buniles 


for the Eire. Ang: 
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'And therefore they that go to gather eitier, haye no Com: 
* miſon from Chriſt ; for he gave them a Caution, Leſ? ye alſs 
gather the Wheat with the Tares, and leſt their Zeal ſhould 
Blind them, 

So men are to mind their duty, which is to love Mercy and 
todo Juſtly, and to walk Humbly with God: Andnot to 
take the Angels work upon them, and go to Reaping before 
the time, which is the End of the World. 

And likewiſe when Chriſt ſent forth ſome of his Diſciples, 
to prepare for him, and ſome would not receive them; Lord, 
ſaid they, Shall we command Fire to 6cme down from Heaven to 
conſume them, as Elias the Prophetd.d? 

Chriſt turned about, and rebuked his Diſciples, and told 
them, They d1d nor know of what Spirit they were of : And told 
them, He did not come to deſtroy mens Lives, but to ſave them, 

Soye may ſec here, the Diſciples of Chrift had a Zeal, and 
would have had Fire to have come down from Heaven, to 
have Cenſumed them that would not receive Chiiſt - Theſe 
Diſciples would have been plucking up Tares, but Chriſt re. 
buked them and ſtopt them ; and told them, They d:d not know 
of what Spiru they were of, that would have commanded Fire to 
come down from Heaven, to have conſumed them that wonid not 

Serve him. 

And now do all you that have Perſecuted, Imprifoned, and 
ſpoile1 the Goods of the People of God in Chrifte:.dom, be- 
cauſe they would not conform to your Religion, know what 
Spirit you are of your ſelves? And they that do. not know 
what Spitit they are of themſelves» muſt be in the blird Zeal, 
and will be doing that which Cirilt Rebukes; and they that 
do not know what Spirit they arc of themſelves, are not like to 
watch for Peoples Seules. 

And People are not like to truſt their Bodies, muchleſs 
their Souls into the, Hanes of ſuch, that know net what Spirit 
they are of themſelves. 

And therefore conſider what Spirit ye & they have been of, 
that have Perſecuted,put toDeath,ſpoiled the Goods & Impri- 
ſuned ſuch as would not conform to your Way and Worſhip ; 
and 


hs 
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and yet call your ſelves Chriſtians, and Miniſters of Chriſt: 

I ſay, Chriſt who rebuked his Diſciples, who would have 
had Fire ro come down from Heaven, upon them that would 
not receive him, will rebuke you alſo. 

And as Chriſt rold his Diiciples, They did net know whats 
Spirit they were ofz ; neither do ye know what Spirit ye have. 
been of : And mark, there were more in the Apoſtles Deſire, 
to have Fire come down from Heaven to Conſume them that 
would not receive the Subſtance, the Lord of Glory, then for 
you to Force, Impriſon, Perſecute, Baniſh, or Put to Death, or 
Spoil the Goods of ſuch as will -not receive your Way, and 
Worſhip, and Religion, that you have ſetup. So, how can 
you but expe a greater Rebuke to come upon you, that per- 
ſecute and deftroy ſuch as will not reccive your Forms of Re. 
ligion and Worſhip, when they were rebuked that would have 
Fire to come dawn todeſtroy them .that would not receive 
Chriſt, the Subſtance and the Life ? 

For they were told by Chriſt, They did not know what Spi-. 
Yit they were of, .and that he came not ro deſtroy Mens Lives, but 
to ſave them. | 

And therefore conſider how many mens Lives have been de- 
ſtroyed ſince the Apoſtle dayes by them that profels themſelves : & 
Chriftians in, Chriſtendom, becauſe they would not receive: 
their Religions and Wayes : they that have done ſo, have not 
known of what Spirit they are of, nor followed the Mind of - 
Chriſt, to ſave mens Lives ; and do not know what Spirit they - 
are of, that would deſtroy mens Lives. 


So weigh and confider this all People in the whole World, . 


that profeſs God and Chriſt, now in this the Day of your . 
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Viſitation, 


THE END. 


